Pretreatment prognostic factors for children with hepatoblastoma-- results from the International Society of Paediatric Oncology (SIOP) study SIOPEL 1.
The aim of this study was to investigate the prognostic significance of pretreatment patient and tumour characteristics for overall (OS) and event-free (EFS) survival in 154 children affected by hepatoblastoma (HB) in the first prospective liver tumour study run by the International Society of Paediatric Oncology. The pretreatment characteristics studied were age, alpha-fetoprotein, platelet count, histology; from radiology: intrahepatic tumour extension (PRETEXT), lung metastases, enlarged hilar lymph nodes, vena cava or extrahepatic vena porta tumour extension and tumour focality. Five-year OS was 75% (95% confidence interval (CI) 68-82%) and EFS 66% (95% CI 59-74%). Both were univariately associated with PRETEXT and the presence of metastases. Additionally tumour focality and enlargement of hilar lymph nodes at diagnosis were univariately associated with EFS. In multivariate analysis, PRETEXT was the only predictor of OS; PRETEXT and metastases were predictors of EFS. There is a need to investigate further these factors to confirm their validity.